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BACK TO SCHOOL FOR ELC
All the staff at the Early Learning
Centers worked extra hard to make
sure our classrooms met all the recommendations for health and safety
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This has been a time of many changes, but our teachers have created
new safety routines that the children
have all adjusted to. In fact, the
children are thriving with the small
group sizes and the extra individual
attention!
Class size is limited to 9 children, and the children and teachers remain in their small group
throughout the day, separated from
other classes. Staff and children’s
temperatures are taken with a health
screening done on arrival. The
full day classes were divided into
two sections of 9 children each to
maintain our capacity for childcare,
which is extremely important for
working families during this time.
We installed new restrooms at the
Lebanon Early Learning Center
so classes would not need to share

bathrooms. Only one group
of children is allowed on the playground at a time, and equipment is
sanitized between classes. A new
virtual learning option was added
for families who prefer not to send
their children to in-person classes at
this time. Home visits are being held
outdoors to ensure safety.
Teachers have all received
additional training on meeting the
needs of children exposed to trauma,
since there have been so many challenging events in all of our lives.
We are focused on taking better care
of our own mental health so we can
support the children and families
during these difficult times.
We are so proud of our employees for stepping up to meet these
great needs in spite of the challenges. The good news is that the children love coming to preschool and
playing with their friends, and they
are receiving the highest quality care
and early education in our Early
Learning Centers!

A Celebration during COVID

Mayumi Shiraiwa recently graduated from Adult New Readers
after completing the Laubach 3 and

4 Reader, Workbook, and More
Stories during two years of the study
of English. The last four months of
study were through distance tutoring. She, Miu (her daughter), and
Starla Tohline (her tutor) recently celebrated the occasion in an
outdoor setting. Starla says, “She
is a very sweet woman and I will
miss her.” Congratulations Mayumi
for this achievement and thank you
Starla for helping her! Well done,
the two of you!
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Esther Wheelen retires after 49 years

When an employee retires after 49
years of dedicated service, we usually hold a big event to send them
off in style. However, in these times
that was unfortunately not possible. So instead, the Early Learning
Centers staff held a parade to cele-
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brate Esther, and about 20 cars drove
the steep and winding roads to her
home in Oregonia, bringing flowers,
cards, gifts, and balloons. We wanted to honor Esther for a lifetime of
making a difference for children and
families in Warren County!
Esther Wheelen was hired in
1971 as a home-based Head Start
teacher. Over the years she taught
at Head Start centers all over the
county, including South Lebanon,
Waynesville, Lebanon, and Franklin. Most recently, she taught at the
Lebanon Early Learning Center,
where she was a much-loved member of their school family. Esther
was reliable, calm and dedicated to
her work. She came in early every
day, ready to go, with a great sense
of humor. Her caring for children is
very evident. Esther served as a role
model and mentor for a great many

of the teachers in our program, and
continued to be an inspiration to all
of us. She will be greatly missed!
We all wondered how Esther
managed to keep in such great shape
after working with children for 49
years. When the children walked
into the classroom, Esther would
lead them in music, movement,
dancing, and yoga breathing exercises. She always had a great activity
up her sleeve to help with a difficult
transition. It was an inspiration to
see Esther in action and to think that
her hands and heart touched more
than 1,500 children and families
over the past 49 years! We want to
honor Esther’s great gift of service
to the community and thank her for
49 years of making a difference in
the lives of children! We wish Esther
all the best in this new chapter of her
life!

Building Blocks
to Build On!

Are you looking for quality
Child Care?
Or is someone you know?
High-quality child care keeps
children safe and healthy. It helps
children develop skills needed
for success in school and in their
lives outside of school.

WCCS Early Learning
Center can help.
Call
513-695-2215
or visit
www.wccsi.org.

Aging in Place: Growing Older at Home
now, but the first step is to think
about the kinds of help you might
want or need in the near future.
One way to begin planning is to look
at any illnesses, such as diabetes or
emphysema, that you or your spouse
might have. Talk with your doctor
about how these health problems
“The stairs are getting so hard to
could make it hard for someone to
climb.”
get around or take care of himself or
herself in the future.
"Since my wife died, I just open a
can of soup for dinner.”
What Support Can Help Me Age
at Home?
"I've lived here 40 years. No other
Personal care. Help with bathing,
place will seem like home.”
washing your hair, or dressing.
These are common issues for older
Household chores. Help with
people. Many older adults wish to
housecleaning, grocery shopping, or
stay in their own home; this is called
laundry.
"aging in place." This article conMeals. If you are unable to prepare
tains suggestions to help you find
your own meals, are unable to get to
the help you need to continue to live
the grocery, and don’t have someone
independently.
who can shop for you, you may be
How to Plan Ahead to Age in Place. eligible for home-delivered meals.
Money management. Help paying
Maybe you don't need help right

bills or filling out insurance forms.
Medication reminders. There are
devices available to remind you
when it is time for your next dose.
Life Alert device. A wearable
electronic button you can press to
activate a response to a medical
emergency, monitored 24/7.
Home Modifications. Help with
change that can make your home
easier and safer to live in, such as
a ramp, railings, or grab bars in the
tub.
You can get almost any type of help
you need in your home. For more
information on all of the services
listed here call the Warren County Elderly Services Program at
513.695.2271.
Excerpts from National Institute on
Aging publication, “Aging in Place:
Growing Older at Home”

WCCS

is on TV
Watch
Feelin’ Good!
The show airs the
2nd and 3rd week
of the month at
8:00am, 1:00pm
and 8:30pm on
Lebanon Cable Channel 6.
Or watch at www.wccsi.org
On Demand
or on YouTube
Feelin’ Good is a collaboration
of TV 6 and WCCS.
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741 Center Trips 2020

Call Joe Ramos at Provident Travel for information & reservations.

513-763-3080 email: jramos@providenttravel.com www.ProvidentTravel.com

TRAVEL

with CONFIDENCE
Provident Travel is taking careful
safety measures, so you can travel
without worry. To read about all of the
health protocols Provident will be
taking onboard all of our motor coach
departures, please visit:

ProvidentTravel.com/Travel
with Confidence

• All motor coaches will be at
maximum of 26 passengers, to
allow us to configure seating for
safe social distancing.
• Motorcoach drivers and Tour
Directors will wear protective
face-masks.
• “High Touch” areas on the
motorcoach will be wiped down
with disinfectant wipes after every
“on / off” stop.

Holiday Season at
THE GREENBRIER

CHRISTMAS SEASON at
Dickens Victorian Village and
Festival of Lights
December 7-9, 2020

Join us and experience two wonderful
holiday events! During the Christmas
season, Cambridge, OH transforms
its downtown into an English Victorian
Village, featuring over 160 life-size
mannequins in the form of characters
from Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. There are six blocks of decorations
and scenes from the classic favorite.
You’ll enjoy local holiday attractions
and treats, including dinner with Queen
Victoria. For many years Oglebay
Park, in Wheeling, West Virgina has
hosted one of the county’s largest and
most extensive Christmas light shows.
Recently they have added several new
features including new light displays, a
zoo, a laser and LED light show, and a
terrific dinner show. Tour Cost: $510 per
person double occupancy.

SAN DIEGO, California
February 13-18, 2021

Come along on a winter escape to
warm and sunny southern California.
February is a delightful time to visit –
the weather is always warm, dry and
sunny. Daytime temperatures average
72 degrees. We’ll spend five nights at
the Hilton Garden Inn in historic Old
Town. You’ll be near great restaurants,
attractions and shops. This terrific vacation offers a nice blend of free time and
scheduled activities. You’ll have two
days of trolley passes that allow you to
travel around town, and we’ve included
admissions to some great attractions. A
visit to the world-famous San Diego Zoo
and an exciting Whale Watching cruise
add to the fun. Don’t miss this fantastic
vacation! Tour Cost: $1,999 per person
double occupancy.

MEDITERRANEAN
& Greek Isles Cruise
NASHVILLE Holiday Show Tour
December 14-16, 2020

Our annual Christmas Season trip to
Music City U.S.A. is always a huge hit!
This great trip includes a two-night stay
at the magnificent Gaylord Opryland
Hotel and three outstanding shows:
The General Jackson Showboat, The
Oak Ridge Boys, and a very special
Christmas concert at historic Ryman
Auditorium, featuring Amy Grant and
Vince Gill. This fantastic trip will make
your Christmas Holiday one you’ll never
forget. Don’t miss it! Tour Cost; $859
per person double occupancy.

Help WCCS keep our
mailing list updated
• Is your name misspelled?
• Is your address incorrect?
• Do you receive more than
one copy?
• Do you want to be removed?

To give us a correction, call
513-695-2252 or send an e-mail
to dolceeh@wccsinc.org.
We appreciate your help.

ATTENTION
Warren County
Residents
E-HEAP Winter
Crisis Program
starts
November 1, 2020
Please check our
website at
www.wccsi.org regarding
required documentation
and income guidelines.

November 22 -24, 2020
Join us and celebrate the Holiday
Season at one of America’s most luxurious historic resorts in White Sulphur
Springs, West Virginia. The resort and
grounds will be spectacularly decorated
for Christmas! From the moment you
enter the beautiful grounds, you become part of a haven rooted in hospitality and luxury. The Resort combines
world-class service and amenities,
unique experiences, and historical
opportunities, with personal attention,
to make your visit unforgettably special.
Your package includes four sumptuous
meals, afternoon tea, entertainment,
culinary demonstrations, a historic hotel
tour, and much, much more! Tour Cost
$999 per person double occupancy.
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October 14 -27, 2021
Royal Caribbean takes you on a cruise
sailing round-trip from Barcelona,
Spain to visit some of the most exciting places in the Mediterranean and
Greece: Cannes, France; Florence/Pisa
Italy; Rome, Italy; Athens, Greece; and
Santorini, Greece, just to name a few.
All while enjoying the award winning
service of Royal Caribbean International, who has been consistently rated as
one of the world’s Best Cruise Lines.
Please call for cost and details.

Please call for an
appointment at
513-970-6737
or schedule online @
https://wccs.itfrontdesk.com

570 N. State Rt. 741

Lebanon, OH
45036

Stay informed
with what’s
HAPPENING
at WCCS.
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Warren County Community Services, Inc.
			
operates programs and services funded through

grants received from the State of Ohio,
Departments of Federal Government, Warren
County United Way, Federal Funding from the
Corporation for National and Community Service,
Warren County Commissioners, Council on Aging
of Southwest Ohio, Elderly Services Program Tax
Levy, foundations, and individual contributions.
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Visit us on the web at www.wccsi.org
Lebanon & surrounding area
513-695-2100
Cincinnati & surrounding area
513-925-2100
Middletown & surrounding area
513-261-2100
Dayton/Franklin/Springboro
& surrounding area
937-425-2100
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