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ANR IN THE MIDST OF COVID-19
Tutoring Continues

meet and staying connected via phone,
email, or text in the interim.

GTEP

in looking and preparing for a new job
and/or pursuing a new career path. ANR
Director, Barbara Geiger and ANR
Tutors Fred Akers and Garry Florea attended a Job Coach Training Workshop
led by Riley O’Grady, of Valiant, LLC.

Tutor Training Video
The reality of the COVID-19 Crisis has
changed the way Adult New Readers
(ANR) operates as we continue to
address it in a responsible and eﬀective
manner. It has not, however, prevented
ANR from helping others. It remains
the only organization in Warren County
oﬀering free, one on one, individualized, adult literacy tutoring that is
available at a place and time that is mutually convenient for both student and
tutor. This includes meeting in person
while following all recommended safety
guidelines, meeting virtually, or simply
waiting until the crisis has passed to

The WCCS (GTEP) Growth Together
Employment Program has some overlap
with what ANR is already doing. We
are coordinating and integrating our
eﬀorts with theirs to expand what we
are already doing to help even more
people. If an ANR student is interested
and qualifies for the GTEP Program,
the literacy tutoring can continue with
free job and career assistance available

Larry Bobbert, ANR tutor, has
vast experience in the field of education including being a TV producer and
director at Eastern Kentucky University.
In addition to his tutoring duties, he
recently worked with ANR’s Director,
Barbara Geiger, to plan and produce a
video to use for training new tutors. He
volunteered not only his expertise making the video but used all his personal
equipment for the filming and editing.
The video can be used for many different training needs including remote
training. It is a great asset for tutor
training. THANK YOU, LARRY!

See page 3 for the rest of the story!

Donuts for Donations

RSVP recognizes volunteers

The RSVP Volunteer Program
awarded each active member with
Speedway gift cards totalling $50 on
September 23 and 24 during a two-

day drive through celebration.
RSVP Advisory Council members
handed volunteers the gift cards, and
thanked them for their service to the
community, as they drove up to the
741 Center entrance.
The Annual RSVP Volunteer
Recognition Banquet, normally held
in August, was cancelled due to
COVID-19. We were grateful to be
able to recognize our volunteers in
this way.

Thank you again RSVP volunteers!

Thirty-five 741 Center Members
donated toys for the United Way of
Warren County Toy Drive during
the “Donuts for Donations Drive
and Drop” on Friday, November 20,
2020. The 741 Center Event Planning Committee organized the event.
Members drove up to the 741 Center
entrance, handed a volunteer their
toy and received a donut, a bottle of
water and a raﬄe ticket for one of
three door prizes.

Laura Lind, 741 Center Coordinator
said, “Seniors were excited to give
back to the community and get their
Christmas shopping started.” Marilyn & Bryan Arnold, Delores Ciccarelli-Bovee, and Marilyn Sickel were
winners of the door prizes. WCCS
has partnered with United Way of
Warren County on several projects
for Warren County seniors. “Together we get more done.” Thank you to
all who participated.
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ELC: Going Above and Beyond!
from a stable and comforting school
routine. Our school readiness assessment shows that children are gaining
skills in leaps and bounds in our
program! The children in our virtual
option are doing exceptionally well
in school readiness skills! We believe smaller class sizes are beneficial to the children, because they get
In this time of the pandemic, we
want to give all employees at the
Early Learning Centers (ELC)
a huge shout out for going above
and beyond in challenging times!
They have all stepped up with great
courage and commitment to give the
Head Start children a safe and positive early education experience, in
spite of all the risks and challenges!
We know that parents are counting on our program for child care
so they can continue working and
supporting their families, and we
know how much the children benefit

more individual attention, and there
are fewer behavior issues.
Many of our employees are
dealing with challenges in their own
lives, such as school-aged children
doing virtual learning at home, ill
family members, and economic
hardships. The fact that they continue to give so much of themselves
to creating a safe and caring place
for the Head Start children speaks
volumes about their character and
commitment. Good job, team! You
are appreciated beyond words!
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ATTENTION
Warren County
Residents
E-HEAP Winter
Crisis Program

continues ‘til

March 31, 2021
If you have a disconnect notice on your
gas &/or electric bill or if you need
fuel oil or propane, (tank must be 25%
or less); you may be eligible. We can
assist with a one-time payment on
your utility bill or make a one-time
purchase of bulk fuel.

Income Guidelines

Stay informed
with what’s
HAPPENING
at WCCS

1 person.....................$22,330
2 persons....................$30,170
3 persons....................$38,010
4 persons....................$45,850
5 persons....................$53,690
Please call for an appointment
513-970-6737 or online
https://wccs.itfrontdesk.com
For an application go to
www.energyhelp.ohio.gov

Watch out for COVID-19 scams
The coronavirus pandemic has
brought with it the emergence of
coronavirus-related scams, which
disproportionately victimize older
adults.

Common COVID-19 Scams
to Watch For
Among the most prevalent
COVID-19 frauds perpetuated on
older adults: ads for products that allegedly prevent coronavirus (such as colloid silver) and websites oﬀering
“vaccine kits” from scammers posing as the World Health Organization
(WHO) or other legitimate agencies.
The pandemic has also brought multiple cases of the “grandparent
scam.” In these instances, scammers call pretending to be a grandchild
and saying they have tested positive for coronavirus and need money
now!
Other common COVID-19 scams involving older adults demand
money or the exchange of personal information for supposed quicker
access to government stimulus checks or higher Social Security benefits,
neither of which are true.

10 Tips to Help Avoid COVID-19 Fraud
1. Ignore oﬀers for vaccines, pills,
potions, lotions or other products that
claim to cure or treat coronavirus.
There is currently no Food and Drug
Administration-approved cure or treatment for COVID-19.
2. Do your research before contributing to any charity claiming it will help
COVID-19 victims.
3. Never click on links in emails from
sources you don’t know, especially
those claiming to be from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention or
the World Health Organization.
4. Don’t give your financial information
or personal information to anyone you
don’t know and don’t trust.
5. If someone you don’t know calls asking for money or personal information,
hang up. If you think the caller might be
telling the truth, phone the company’s
number listed on its website.

6. If you answer the phone and hear
a recorded sales pitch, hang up.
7. Don’t succumb to high-pressure
sales tactics to make an immediate
financial decision. Take some time to
think about it, check online reviews
or talk to trusted friends and family, especially if an oﬀer sounds too
good to be true.
8. Before you agree to a free product
trial, research the company and read
the cancellation policy.
9. Consult with a trusted friend or
family member before making a payment for an unsolicited oﬀer.
10. Trust your gut.
Source: Excerpts from an article by
Judy Stringer as part of an editorial
partnership between Next Avenue
and the Benjamin Rose Institute on
Aging, a Cleveland-based nonprofit.
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741 Center Trips 2021
Call Joe Ramos at Provident Travel for information &
reservations. 513-763-3080 email: jramos@providenttravel.com www.ProvidentTravel.com

TRAVEL
with CONFIDENCE
Provident Travel is taking careful
safety measures, so you can travel
without worry. To read about all of the
health protocols Provident will be
taking onboard all of our motor coach
departures, please visit:

ProvidentTravel.com/Travel
with Confidence

ANR IN THE MIDST OF COVID-19 cont.
Tutor Appreciation

tion. Natchez is home to more Antebellum mansions that anywhere in the
U.S., and you’ll enjoy touring and dining
in four of the very best – all are National Historic Landmarks. History buﬀs
will love our tour at Vicksburg National
Military Park, where one of the most
important battles of the Civil War was
fought. Price: $1,139/person double
occupancy.

TULIP TIME FESTIVAL
May 4 - 6, 2021

Springtime at
THE GREENBRIER

The continued dedication and
support of tutors and volunteers for
Adult New Readers (ANR) during

March 21 - 23, 2021

program includes a tour and up-close
experiences with animals in the zoo’s
Heart of Africa region. You can even
pose for photos with some of the animals that travel with Jack! Price: $399/
person double occupancy.

Celebrate spring at one of America’s
most luxurious and historic resorts in
White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia.
Nestled in the majestic Allegheny Mountains, The Greenbrier has been pampering guests for over two centuries.
When you enter the beautiful grounds,
you become part of a haven rooted
in hospitality and luxury. The resort
combines world-class service amenities, unique experiences, and historic
opportunities with personal attention.
Every meal at The Greenbrier is truly
exquisite. There are over 55 activities
available on the resort’s 11,000-acre
playground, including an incredible collection of golf courses. Indoor activities
range from a Bunker Tour to relaxing in
the world-renown mineral spa, to gambling in the world-class Casino Club.
Price: $999/person double occupancy.

SPRINGTIME IN THE SOUTH
March 29 - April 2, 2021

Enjoy magnificent spring foliage and
amazing sights only seen in America’s
southlands featuring Memphis, TN and
a Spring Pilgrimage in Natchez, MS!
In Memphis we’ll stay at the opulent
Peabody Hotel and tour Elvis’ beloved
Graceland. We’ll visit Natchez, MS
during their Spring Pilgrimage Celebra-

LILAC TIME
On Mackinac Island
Come along to a great spring festival!
Holland, MI will be celebrating Tulip
Time, with parades, hundreds of costumed Dutch dancers, and national and
local entertainment. The stars of the
festival are over five million magnificent
tulips. On this terrific trip, you’ll enjoy
parades, two great evening shows with
pre-show dinners, a tour of the Tulip
Lanes, and a visit to a tulip farm where
you can admire and purchase a huge
variety of gorgeous tulips. Prices will be
available in mid-January 2021.

OHIO’S DELIGHTS
June 9 - 10, 2021
Here’s a short summer trip featuring
Ohio Amish Country & Columbus Zoo
and Aquarium. Holmes County has the
largest Amish Community in the U.S.
We’ll tour the countryside with an Amish
Guide and see Amish craft people at
work. A really unique experience is our
included dinner at an Amish home. We’ll
have a special program at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium – “The House
that Jack Built.” The zoo has a highly
regarded worldwide reputation, largely
attributed to the eﬀorts and promotion
of director emeritus Jack Hanna. Our
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June 14 - 18, 2021

these diﬃcult times is inspiring and
heartwarming. Sadly, it was not
possible to hold a tutor/volunteer
appreciation luncheon this year.
To thank them and express our
gratitude in a tangible way, each
tutor and volunteer who turned in
a tutoring or volunteer calendar in
2020 was eligible for a $25 gas card.
The cards were distributed at a curb
side pickup at the WCCS 741 Building on Saturday, Nov. 21. Volunteer
Lois Gollihugh, ANR Administrative
Assistant Donna Walters, and ANR
Director Barbara Geiger handed out
the cards along with big smiles and a
heartfelt thank you.

MY FAIR LADY
Sunday, July 18, 2021
Join us for My Fair Lady at the Aronoﬀ
Center in Cincinnati. Boasting songs
as “I Could Have Danced All Night,”
“The Rain in Spain,” and “Wouldn’t It Be
Lovely.” We enjoy great orchestra seats
and a dinner at Cracker Barrel restaurant after the show. Price: $156/person.

SPOTLIGHT ON S. DAKOTA
August 20 - 26, 2021

June is the most beautiful time of year
to visit Mackinac Island. This is when
the lovely lilacs that fragrance the island
are in bloom. It is a magical place, with
charming village shops, historic landmarks, and lovingly-restored Victorian
homes. Here, you can escape the
noise, pollution, and traﬃc because
motorized vehicles are prohibited on the
island. We’ll take horse drawn carriage
tours and enjoy a superb buﬀet luncheon at the opulent Grand Hotel. We
spend two nights at the comfortable
Lilac Tree Hotel, conveniently located
in the center of town. A deluxe Casino
Resort and Frankenmuth, Michigan’s
“Little Bavaria” round out the fun. Price:
$1,169/person double occupancy.

Here’s a fantastic western trip featuring
Mount Rushmore, Badlands National
Park, Crazy Horse Memorial, and Devils
Tower National Monument. You’ll enjoy
staying at one hotel and each day touring these amazing sites: Mount Rushmore, the patriotic mountain carving of
our greatest presidents, Crazy Horse
Memorial, a huge “still in progress”
mountain carving and a tribute to Native
American culture, Bad Lands National
Park with it’s amazing and mysterious
landscape and Devil’s Tower, famous
as the backdrop for the movie Close
Encounters of the Third Kind. Price:
$2,799/person double occupancy.
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Warren County Community Services, Inc.
operates programs and services funded through
grants received from the State of Ohio,
Departments of Federal Government, United Way
of Warren County, Federal Funding from AmeriCorps, Warren County Commissioners, Council on
Aging of Southwest Ohio, Elderly Services Program
Tax Levy, foundations, and individual contributions.

Visit us on the web at www.wccsi.org
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