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WCCS hosted its 50th Anniversary fundraising gala,
“An Evening Affair - Celebrating 50 Years” on
Friday May 13, 2016. We had a fabulous time
dining, dancing, and mingling. The event was held at
the Cincinnati Marriott NE in Mason.

“We have a long, proud history at WCCS” said
Eugene Rose, CEO/Executive Director of the
Agency. “From meager beginnings we’ve grown to
become the most-comprehensive non-profit service
provider in Warren County. Proceeds raised will
benefit those in greatest need in Warren County.
Thank you to everyone who participated.”

The evening began with an Executive Director
Reception followed by a Welcome and Introduc-
tion by Kathy Michelich, Chair of the WCCS Board
of Trustees, and Eugene Rose. Mr. Rose gave the
50th anniversary toast honoring WCCS’s past
accomplishments, present achievements and future
plans. A historical slideshow was presented during
dinner looking back on WCCS’s past 50 years. Pat
South, Gala Honorary Chair, was recognized for her
service as Warren County Commissioner and for
her dedication and support of WCCS over the years.
The Haystack Band provided dance music enjoyed
by all.

Rose stated “We are successful because of the
broad, generous support of leading Warren County
companies and organizations. These organizations
truly care about the ‘Fabric of our Community.” See
page two for the list of gala sponsors and more
gala pictures.

WCCS held a Farmer’s Market on May 25th at
Station Hill Senior Housing in Lebanon. This
Farmer’s Market was provided through a grant from
the Ohio Business & Professional Women’s
Retirement Foundation.

Residents received a bag of produce filled with
apples, peaches, grapes, cucumbers, green beans,
new potatoes, green peppers and oranges. The
produce came from Ellenbee Leggett, the Meals on
Wheels food vendor. Mike Clyde, Product Special-
ist, spent the morning assisting Amy Houpey, Food
Service Director, handing out produce.

WCCS is proud to announce it has once again
received a $500 grant from the Ohio Business &
Professional Women’s Retirement Foundation.
WCCS will continue to use this grant money to
provide fresh produce to support low-income hous-
ing facilities in Lebanon.

Station Hill Farmers Market in Lebanon

CELEBRATING 50  YEARS  WITH  WCCS
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WCCS  An Evening Affair CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 2016
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Oliver Packing & Equip.

Tom & Susan Vasilakis
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WARREN COUNTY ELDERLY SERVICES
HELPS SENIORS STAY IN THEIR HOMES

Via a bidding process, providers are
now required to offer therapeutic meals
for clients with medical dietary needs.
Therapeutic meals were formerly
available only in a limited area from
one provider. In addition, providers
must now offer hot meals as an
option, or a driver who can heat a
meal for a client who needs that help.

At the end of 2016, the 1.21-mill
senior services levy that funds Warren
County ESP will expire and must go
before the voters by November 2016
if the program is to continue. Voters
have approved the senior services levy
every time it has been on the ballot
since the program began in 2002,
including most recently in 2011.

For the first time in US history, people
age 65 and older outnumber children
under age five. In general, three
factors play a role in determining
whether or not we will need care: age,
disability and income. In Warren
County, according to the 2010 US
Census:

Contributed By: Laurie Petrie  Council on Aging of Southwestern Ohio

• 10.8 percent of the population is
age 65 and older

• Nearly one-third of people age
65+ have a disability

• 12 percent have incomes below
150 percent of the poverty
threshold (2015 Federal Poverty
Level for one person = $11,770.
150 percent of Poverty Level =
$17,655).

2015 highlights

Nearly 2,500 older Warren County
residents received services in 2015
that helped them remain independent
in their homes, according to the newly
released annual report for the county’s
Elderly Services Program.

The program provides Meals on
Wheels, housekeeping help, medical
transportation, personal care (such as
help with bathing), and other basic ser-
vices that help disabled older adults
remain independent in their homes.

More than 90 percent of the funding
comes from the county’s senior
services tax levy. The five-year levy
expires at the end of 2016 and is
expected to appear on the November
ballot.

The report was prepared by Council
on Aging of Southwestern Ohio
(COA), which administers the Elderly
Services Program under contract with
Warren County Commissioners. Care
Management and Intake are handled
by Warren County Community Ser-
vices, Inc., under contract with COA.

The full report contains detailed
demographic and financial data as well
as a client story. It is available at
www.help4seniors.org.

Win-win for seniors and taxpayers.
On average, the Warren County
Elderly Services Program can provide
in-home care services at a cost to tax-
payers of $335 per month, per client.
These services can delay or prevent
nursing home placement, where the
taxpayers’ cost for Medicaid is on
average $4,300 a month.

The program’s typical client is a woman
in her 80s. She lives alone on a mod-
est income of about $21,500 annu-
ally. From the program, she receives
an electronic monitoring system,
home-delivered meals, and several
hours a week of housekeeping help.
The program also added grab bars in
her bathroom. These services, com-
bined with help she may already
receive from family or friends, is
enough to help her live independently
in her home.

Picture provided by Council on Aging

Service improvement – home-
delivered meals

2016 is a levy year

Client profile

About Council on Aging

The state of aging in Warren County

We congratulate Early Learning
Center employees Jamie Studdard,
Kelsey Walters, and Ashley Biggs for
earning their Child Development
Associate (CDA) credentials and for
being promoted to CDA Teacher
positions! They were honored at an
Employee Appreciation luncheon in
May for their initiative and commitment
to professional development in
obtaining a CDA credential.  This is a
big accomplishment and an important
step in professional development!

Lto R: Jamie Studdard, Kelsey
Walters, and Ashley Biggs

ELC Update

To ask about enrolling in the program,
call WCCS at 513-695-2271.

Council on Aging of Southwestern
Ohio (COA) is a nonprofit organiza-

tion dedicated to enhancing quality of
life for older adults, people with dis-
abilities, their families and caregivers.

We promote choice, independence,
dignity and well-being through a range
of services that help people remain in
their homes for as long as possible.

COA is a state-designated Area
Agency on Aging, serving a 21-county
region. One call to COA links people
to the wide variety of agencies, infor-
mation and programs that serve older
adults and people with disabilities.

175 Tri County Parkway, Cincinnati,
OH 45246. 513-721-1025 Toll-free
1-800-252-0155
www.help4seniors.org
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Two Early Learning Centers
celebrated the end of the school
year with family events that
included a very special car show.

The Helen Centers Early
Learning Center celebrated the
end of a great school year with a
family picnic and cardboard box
car show at Roscoe Park!

In the spring of 2015 WCCS received
a Banfield Charitable Trust Grant for
pet care. Many senior Meals on
Wheels (MOW) clients are on a fixed
income and have a hard time making
ends meet. “We wanted to improve the
quality of life for those who have pets
and ease the financial burden. In a year
we have provided approximately 1,000
lbs. of dog and cat food to over 60
clients and more than 70 pets”, says
Amy Houpey, Food Service Director.

The seniors who receive MOW were
excited to receive bags of cat or dog
food. Several stated how this made a
big difference in their lives. One client
said, “I have had my dog for 16 years.
I live by myself on Social Security. My
husband died many years ago and my
son lives far away. It is sometimes dif-
ficult to find the money for dog food,
so this is a big help.”

This grant allowed WCCS to touch
the lives of Warren County seniors.

Pet Assistance Grant helps elderly

CARDBOARD CAR SHOW: FAMILY FUN!
South Lebanon Early Learning
Center students had a great time
showing off their cars in a parade
while listening to their favorite
tunes. They later enjoyed popcorn
and a movie of the chidlren’s
activities throughout the year.

Parents worked hard with
their children to create their very
own cardboard box cars! Each car

Thank you 2016 Leadership
Warren County Team!

The Leadership Warren County
class of 2016 provided a
wonderful community service
at two Early Learning Centers
this spring. They installed
beautiful raised garden beds so
the Head Start children could
help plant and raise vegetables!
The garden beds include tomato

plants, beans, lettuce, peppers,
squash, and strawberry plants.

The children helped plant
carrot seeds and radish seeds,
and now they can watch their
gardens grow. The children
were especially excited because
the strawberry plants already
had ripe strawberries on them!

This wonderful opportunity
helped children learn about the
plants growth, where foods
come from, and how they can
take responsibility for care of
the garden. We are grateful for
the generous contribution of
time, materials, hard work, and
caring for children shared by
Leadership Warren County!

was unique and creative! The
project especially encouraged
dads to spend time working with
their children, which research
shows is very important for
children’s later success in school.
Studies show that school aged
children of involved fathers are
better academic achievers. They
are more likely to get A’s, have

better math and verbal skills, and
obtain higher scores on reading
achievement. And besides that, it’s
easy to see how much fun the
parents and children had working
together on this project.

For information on WCCS
Early Learning Centers please
contact 513-695-2215.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE CEO
WCCS is doing well in its 50th Anni-
versary year. It’s exciting to see the
progress our organization has made
from its meager beginnings in 1966.
Since then we’ve successfully grown
to become the largest social services
non-profit serving all of Warren County
and now parts of Butler County too.
Whether its Meals on Wheels™, Head
Start, Senior Services, STEP Employ-
ment, Senior Housing, Senior Transpor-
tation or a myriad of several other com-
munity service programs, WCCS is the
Agency upon which so many depend
for a “hand up.”

WCCS is having growing pains.
This is a good issue to have because it
shows that services we provide are
valued by those served and also by their
families. The most critical issue we face
is the need for an updated and larger
Meals on Wheels™ kitchen to continue
preparing >300,000 meals per year. Our

search for a replacement facility is
throughout all of Warren County and
Middletown, OH.

Similarly, we have need for
expanded and additional Head Start
centers. Like all other programs WCCS
provides, families of youngsters
realize the extraordinary lifetime
opportunities and benefits offered to
their children. Having our 5-Star rated
programs available to prepare their chil-
dren for learning during their most
formative years is the greatest gift to
our future.

All other programs are growing in
reach and in numbers of people served.
Sadly, support from grants is diminish-
ing; public funding is dwindling. This
causes us to choose additional “cre-
ative” ways to fund needed programs.
Your tax-deductible contributions go
directly to help us continue providing
the services and programs that lift our

entire community and help to make
Warren County one of the greatest
places to live, work and play. Your
money stays 100% local helping your
family, friends and neighbors.

On May 13th, WCCS celebrated
its 50th Anniversary with a Grand Gala
at the Marriott NE in Mason, OH. The
festivities included a cocktail hour,
dinner, program and dancing. WC Com-
missioner Pat South was honored as
honorary Chair. Videos were shown of
WCCS’ past, present and plans for the
future. It is through the generous com-
munity support that we can supplement
the funds needed to continue providing
the outstanding services that we do to
over 11,000 community members.

Great news for Warren County
Early Learning Centers.

WCCS announces that all four
Warren County Early Learning Cen-
ters now have a five-star rating through
Head Start. Early Learning Centers
are located in South Lebanon,
Lebanon, Mason and Franklin.

FIVE     RATING

The Early Learning Centers
recently honored the parents and
community members who served
on the WCCS  Head Start Policy
Council this year.

Special appreciation and
congratulations are extended to our
Policy Council President, Lindsey
Fardo! Lindsey has been accepted
by the Ohio Head Start Association
to become a Parent Ambassador,
where she will receive training to
become an advocate and
community leader. The Parent
Ambassadors will then visit our
elected representatives in
Washington, DC! Lindsey attended
the Ohio Head Start Leadership and
Professional Development
Conference.

Lindsey Fardo (right) with Barb
Haxton, CEO of the Ohio Head
Start Association

Lindsey Fardo accepted as
Parent Ambassador



THE 741 CENTER  TRIPS 2016
Call Joe Ramos-Provident Travel, for information & reservations at (513)763-3069 or (800)989-8900. 741 CENTER

Activities
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Friday Day Trips offered each month.
Check calendar at Center Welcome

Desk for details.

Individual Computer Classes
are offered at the 741 Center.

Call for an appointment with our
Computer Specialist at 513-695-2239.

  9:00 - 9:50
11:00-11:50
11:00-12:00
  1:00 - 3:00

  9:00
  9:00 - 9:45
  9:45-10:45
10:00-12:00
12:30 - 3:00
  1:00 - 2:30

  9:00 - 9:50
10:00-12:00
11:00-11:50
12:15-12:45
12:30 - 1:45
12:30 - 3:30
12:30 - 3:30

 Appt Only
10:00-12:00
10:00-12:00
  1:00 - 3:00

Monday
Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Veteran’s Club (Last Mon. of Mth)
Bingo (Now Mon & Thurs)

Tuesday
Cinci Asso Blind & Visually Impaired

2nd Tue, by Appt 1-888-687-3935

Strength & Balance Class

Zumba Gold for Seniors

Yarn Weavers (crochet/knit class)

Texas Hold ’em
Tai Chi (5 Week Sessions)
Resumes Tuesday, August 16

Wednesday
Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Writers  Workshop
Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Birthday/Anniversary (1st Wed)

Food for Thought Bible Study
Euchre
Mahjong

Thursday
Computer Class
Loving Hands Crafts (3rd Thurs)

Art Class with Joan

Bingo (every Thursday)

Friday
Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Computer Class (call for appt)

Silver Sneakers Fitness Class
Texas Hold ‘em
Bridge (Rubber)
Wheeler Dealer Sq Dance
(2nd & 4thFri)

12:30 - 3:00

7:00 - 9:00

   9:00 - 9:50

   Appt Only
 11:00-11:50

12:30 - 3:00

Summer on Lake Erie, Cleveland
& the Lake Erie Island
August 2 - 4, 2016

The Black Hills of South Dakota
September 9 - 15, 2016

Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of Mt.
Rushmore. Visit Black Hills and see Badlands
National Park, Custer State Park (contains the larg-
est Bison herd in the U.S.), The Wild West town of
Deadwood the Crazy Horse Memorial and Mt.
Rushmore. Tour Cost: $1,299/Person Twin Basis.

Cape Cod/The Mansions of New Port
September 9 - 15, 2016

September is the Best Time to visit the Cape in
Rhode Island! Spend three nights at a resort on the
Cape and see its best sights. Cruise to Martha’s Vine-
yard. At Plymouth Plantations step back in time to
the days of the Pilgrims, and visit the re-created May-
flower ship. On our Whale Watching excursion you
can witness some of the grandest sea life in the world!
Tour Cost $1,349 Per Person Twin Basis.

Red & Gold of Agawa Canyon, Canada
September 19 - 23, 2016

Join us on a relaxing trip and visit our neighbors to
the north. We’ll take a private rail excursion through
Ohio’s only National Park, enjoy a sunset dinner
cruise on Lake Erie, cruise to Put-In-Bay and
sightsee on the island aboard a private train. Don’t
miss it! Tour Cost: $579 Per Person Twin Basis.

Pure Michigan
August 16 - 19, 2016

Spend three nights in the Soaring Eagle Resort and
Casino. Visit the quaint town of Ludington with its
famous Lighthouse. Cruise to Mackinac Island for a
horse drawn carriage ride to the fabulous Grand
Hotel and enjoy their renowned Grand Buffet Lun-
cheon! Tour Cost: $679 Per Person Twin Basis.

Adams County - Amish Country
Tuesday, August 30, 2016

 The Amish community in Adams County is a com-
munity of well over 100 households. You’ll see their
immaculate farms, one room schoolhouse, shops,
bakeries, furniture stores and more! Later, you’ll
enjoy a wonderful luncheon and wine tasting at
Moyer’s Winery. Tour Cost: $89 Per Person.

Join us in Michigan and cruise to Mackinac Island,
and feast on a buffet luncheon at the Grand Hotel.
Tour Frankenmuth, Michigan’s “Little Bavaria”, and
enjoy dinner at the Bavarian Inn. A real Highlight is
our All Day Rail Excursion through the Canadian
Wilderness aboard the Agawa Canyon Train Tour.
Tour Cost:  $899 Per Person Twin basis.

Autumn River Cruise Louisville, KY
and Madison & Nashville, IN
October 17 - 18, 2019

This trip features a day cruise aboard the Historic
Belle of Louisville Riverboat the last authentic U.S.
steam-powered paddle wheeler. Spend the night at
Belterra Casino Resort then visit Madison and Nash-
ville, IN. Tour Cost: $359 Per Person Twin Basis.



THE 741 CENTER Calendar of Events 2016
New programs sometimes start after this schedule is printed. All activities are held at The 741 Center, unless otherwise indicated. Monthly
program calendars are available on the WCCS Website and at the 741 Center. Programs are subject to change or cancellation. For reservations
or information call Michelle at (513) 695-2239. Call for lunch reservations before 10:30 AM at (513) 695-2256.

If you are not a member of The 741 Center and attend our programs on a regular basis please support your center with a membership for only $15.
Check out our computer classes taught by Bob Gallagher here at The 741 Center. Visit our website at www.wccsi.org/741Center.
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July

August

September

July 4 Closed for 4th of July
July 7 Independence Day Carnival - 10am

to noon We don’t want to miss
celebrating with friends. Today is
Independence Day at 741 so join us as
the Event Planning Committee brings
you a Summer Carnival with games,
prizes and carnival style food too! Stay
for a great carnival style lunch at noon.

July 8 Travel Fridays at 741 - Each Friday
center members get out and explore
the Tri-state area as we travel to
restaurants, museums, market places,
malls and more. You must be a
member of the 741 Center to go on our
trips. That is just a matter of joining for
a mere $15 per year. Call us for more
information.

July 21 MIT’s My Assistant - 12:15am Join
small business owner Maia Tilford,
local Lebanon owner/operator of My
Assistant, as she describes her
business as a service for those in need
of an extra pair of hands. Assist with
errands, laundry, grocery shopping,
light housekeeping and more.

July 28 Master of Memory Lesson Series -
Thursdays11am-12:00pm An exciting
newseries to help us learn how to
increase & maintain our aging brain. A
common misconception about the brain
is that nothing can be done to curb
memory loss. This new series will
debunk and educate us to the contrary.
Starting Thursday, July 28 thru
Thursday, Sept 8 here at 741 taught by
Kathy Michelich, Extension Educator of
Family & Consumer Sciences, through
The Ohio State University. Register by
calling 513 695-2239 ask for Michelle.
Space is Limited

August 2 741 Art Show - 10am to 1pm Enjoy the
beauty of our senior’s art work, add
pizzazz to your decor, purchase art
that will light up your home & office or
just come & browse. Come and see if
you would like to join our art group. All

Taught by: Kathy Michelich

Extension Educator

Family & Consumer Sciences

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.

July 28: Am I Losing My Mind? 

August 4: Memory Strategies

August 18: Nutrition & Memory Function

August 25: Medications & Memory Function

September 1: Medical Conditions & Memory Function

September 8: Exercise for the Body & Mind

Master of Memory
Making a Difference Lesson Series

Thursdays 11:�� a.m. to Noon at the Senior Center starting July 28th

A common misconception about the aging brain is that nothing can be done to 

curb memory loss.  Often simple lapses in memory or a decline in recall speed 

are mistaken for dementia, such as Alzheimer’s disease.                              

Worried about your memory? These six sessions are for you:

Register by (JULY 21) by contacting MICHELLE 

CARPENTER at (513-695-2239)  Space is 

limited

Volunteers are needed for the
741 Center Welcome Desk
to greet our guests.

Volunteers will make phone calls,
copies and help with other various
tasks.

We have flexible
hours to accomodate
your needs.

Call Michelle at
513-695-2239 for
information.

work is created by the 741 Senior
Center Art Class. Make it a day, come
for the show and stay for lunch at noon.

August 11 Rafflemania - 11am to 3pm Join us at
the Indoor Pavilion at Armco Park in
air conditioned comfort as we enjoy a
delicious lunch served promptly from
11:30am to 12:30pm. Then on to
rafflemania. Tickets are on sale at the
center starting July 7th at the
Independence Day Carnival running
through August 4th. Tickets are $4
which includes lunch & paddle. Soft
drinks will be on sale at the event.
Space is limited and this event is
sponsored by the Event Planning
Committee & 741 Center.

August 16 Tai Chi - 1pm to 2:30pm If you are
looking for a low impact fitness &
relaxation class Tai Chi is for you. You
will learn to reinforce and build your
core muscles, increase your balance &
stamina as well as calm your mind and
heart. Taught by an experienced
teacher from China with 25 years of
teaching to her credit. $25.00 for a five
week series.

August 25 AARP Safety Drivers Class - 10am to
3pm here at the 741 Center. This
informative workshop will give you
up to date information on laws, driving
procedures, test your knowledge of
your driving capabilities that might need
to improve or validate the driving skills

you already have & more! Some
insurance companies offer a discount.
You must call your company to see
if a discount applies. There is a small
fee to take the class. $15.00 for AARP
members and $20.00 for non-members
paid to instructor day of workshop. No
lunch will be served in the dining room
today. This class fills quickly so call to
make a reservation.

Sept 7 Euchre/Mahjong - 12:30pm
Wednesday at 741 we play Euchre and
Mahjong. Come and play the old faithful
game of euchre with a friendly group or
join the beginners group of Mahjong
players. If you already know Mahjong
bring your friends and start another
table.

Sept 12 Bingo - 1pm Mondays & Thursdays at
741 you can join in Bingo. Bring a
friend and spend an afternoon, have fun
and make new friends.

Sept 16 WheelerDealer Square Dancers -
7pm to 9pm The 2nd and 4th Friday of
each month you can join in the
Wheeler Dealer Square Dancers.

Sept 22 Art Class with Joan - 10am  Every
Thursday join our art class taught by
Joan Amato as she teaches you with
the many years of her artistic skill &
patience. Beginner or advanced.



Warren County Community Services, Inc.
operates programs and services funded through
grants received from the State of Ohio,
Departments of Federal Government, Warren
County United Way,  Federal Funding from the
Corporation for National and Community
Service, Warren County Commissioners, Council
on Aging of Southwest Ohio, Elderly Services
Program Tax Levy, foundations, and individual
contributions.

Visit us on the web at www.wccsi.org

Lebanon & surrounding area
513-695-2100

Cincinnati & surrounding area
513-925-2100

Middletown & surrounding area
513-261-2100

Dayton/Franklin/Springboro & surrounding area
937-425-2100

Disclaimer: In compliance with the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act of 1996, Warren County Community
Services, Inc. clients, their legal representatives and/or staff have
given Warren County Community Services, Inc. permission to
disclose the information that is published herein.
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